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APR Process 
Accreditation in Public Relations
What is accreditation?

· A recognized standard of knowledge, skills and abilities for the public relations industry (KSAs).

· Introduced in 1965; restructured in 1998 (22% PRSA members accredited)

· Lends credibility to PR industry, standardizes our knowledge and hold practitioners accountable.


Accreditation process:

a. Apply for eligibility to UAB – must be UAB member (ex. SPRF thru PRAM) (http://www.praccreditation.org/documents/APR%20Application%202007.pdf) 
b. Receive notification you can proceed from UAB (within 4 weeks) – you now have one year to complete everything

c. Access Q-A, reference materials, study groups, etc.

d. Complete Readiness Review questionnaire 

e. Request Readiness Review through your local chair, prepare 4 copies of your questionnaire and get to panel

f. Conduct Readiness Review

i. Includes Portfolio Review (one project recommended)

ii. Conducted by 3 accredited members to determine if you are ready to proceed to the computer based exam and recommend ways to study

iii. Panel notifies UAB if you can advance or not then will notify you
g. Computer based exam

i. Study

1. UAB website, bookshelf review, ethics

ii. Schedule at local Prometric (allow 30 days notice)
iii. 100% multiple choice

iv. 3 hours, 45 minutes

v. Results within weeks

5+ years of full-time, professional experience is recommended

Costs:

h. $385 application fee

i. SPRF members and local Northeast members eligible for reimbursement at $100 and $50 respectively (PRSA members reimburse an additional $110)
i. Study materials ($25), online groups ($195) – optional cost

j. APR is good for life with ongoing maintenance
Test topics:

k. Research, planning, implementing, evaluating programs - 
30%

l. Ethics and law - 





15%

m. Communication models and theories - 



15%

n. Business Literacy - 





10%

o. Management Skills and issues - 



10%

p. Crisis Communication Management - 



10%

q. Media Relations - 





 5%

r. Using Information Technology - 



 5%

s. Advanced Communication Skills - 



 5%
Review www.praccreditation.org for specific details and more information on the process.

